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Welcome
We’re a community school dedicated to widening the world of 

every single one of our students, both academically and culturally.

We are dedicated to always striving ahead and innovating, to 

make sure that every child entrusted to us is equipped not only for 

the careers of today, but also those that don’t exist yet.

I’m proud to lead a school at the heart of its community. Our 

students, families, teaching teams, support staff and wider 

community are united by their shared aim – to create a brighter 

future for Watton, the surrounding villages and those that call 

them home.



At Wayland Academy we approach change with a clear

focus on the Big IDEA - innovate, discover, explore and 

activate - rather than rush for quick fixes or knee-jerk 

responses. Our mission is clear: putting students first, 

enabling success and building essential life skills.

Every day the academy is a rewarding and exhilarating

place to lead. Working with students through their time

at our academy is a great privilege. Our students in turn 

inspire others to greater success in the future.

Glen Allott – Principal

The Accelerated Reader
programme, saw our students 

read over 42 million words 

Over 42
million

Our vision

Our vision is to improve student achievement, develop character, create 

an academic culture and raise aspirations. We guarantee that we will 

do whatever it takes to make sure that every student, irrespective of 

their starting point, receives an excellent education.

We are an inclusive school at the heart of the community; we want 

to help that community to grow and thrive; to both feed back into 

our community, and to give our students the best possible 

opportunities in the wider world. 

We have high expectations; and just as there are 

no shortcuts, there are no excuses.



Innovate Discover
The only way we grow is by trying new things, from 

the way we teach to finding new technologies. 

We   are always on the look out for better ways of 

doing things. At Wayland Academy, we are not 

afraid to push boundaries, break tradition and

innovate to educate.   

Understanding what makes ysomeone who they 

are is extremely powerful. From their strengths to 

their weaknesses, their beliefs to their culture. We 

can give young people the opportunities to discover

who they are and who they want to become, 

academically and emotionally.

What's the Big IDEA?

Explore Activate
There is a big wide world out there and we want to 

share it with our pupils. Our teaching goes beyond 

the classroom, giving them real experiences which 

allows them to develop the key skills needed to

grasp new opportunites, and lead them to a life 

they love.     

We equip our young people with the confidence to 

believe in themselves. Supporting them on every 

step of that journey, overcoming any obstacles and 

rewarding all success, big or small. So when it’s 

time to move on they feel like they can take

on the world.  

Office 365 
Every student will be 

able to download Office 

365 at home onto five 

PCs for free. This will 

automatically update 

for 5 years.

ClassCharts
Parents/carers and 

students can download 

the ClassCharts app to 

access information related 

to behaviour, homework

and rewards.

Parentmail 
ParentMail connects schools 

and parents, efficiently and 

reliably using modern

technology. This makes

essential communications 

much simpler for everyone.    



Curriculum vision

Learning at Wayland Academy

During their early years our students study a broad 

curriculum including English, biology, chemistry, 

physics, maths, history, geography, French, Spanish, 

religious education, technology, physical education, 

art and music.

We guide students as they narrow their studies 

towards GCSE, ensuring they achieve their goals

and make the right choices for them as individuals.

Students are allocated to one of four houses, Hero,

Star, Nelson and Macmillan.

Pastoral care

Every student is important and to ensure we identify 

and support each student’s needs - we have a 

rich pastoral curriculum. We have tutor time and 

assemblies to deliver regular updates on a range 

of subjects including anti-bullying, behaviour, 

safeguarding and attendance. We also have an 

excellent special educational needs department. It’s 

important to us that every child has the best school 

experience possible.

Wayland Academy

offers a wide range of

GCSE and vocational 

subjects. Curriculum 

opportunity is not

limited for any student.

We believe in community. 

Our work reflects the role of a school in a small 

town, celebrating the people, our shared history 

and improving life chances in every home we serve.

We believe scholarship is empowering.

We promote a love of subject as a pathway to 

greater knowledge, understanding and enrichment, 

and to promote the broadest range of opportunities.

We believe it is critical that our students' are 

confident, competent readers. 

We value our students' reading, vocabulary and 

fluency in both speech and the written word, to 

give them confidence in the world.

At Wayland Academy, we are committed to keeping 

staff, pupils and visitors safe and happy. Our 

Designated Safeguarding Lead ensures that effective 

support is provided to pupils that need it and our strong 

pastoral system ensures that all pupils are well known 

and their needs understood.

Safeguarding



Community
Our staff work closely with local charities to

raise awareness and funding.

Charity work

Charity work is a vital part of the curriculum as it 

helps children understand the world around them 

and increases their awareness of issues in

the local community and beyond. 

(PALS) Pupils Advising, Listening and 

Support Group

As part of our Big IDEA, we plan half termly charity 

events for local charities. These events are planned 

and delivered by our students. The student group 

Pupils Advising, Listening & Supporting (PALS), in 

addition to prefects, provide an additional presence 

to ensure that all students feel safe in the academy. 

Junior Leadership Team

Our school has Head Students who represent our 

academy at events and lead our Junior Leadership Team. 

They’re an important part of our school community.

We also encourage students to get involved in our 

Student Council. They help to plan events, suggest 

improvements, support community projects and 

oversee charity work.



A culture of AIR
Our mission is to widen the world of all our students, both academically 
and culturally. 

In order to achieve outstanding behaviour, we need to ensure high 
expectations and clear routines for all aspects of school life. We are 
shaping the behaviour of our young people to ensure they will be 
independent and ready to fully integrate into society when they leave 
our academy.

The three core principles are atmosphere, identity and respect 
demonstrate our positive culture of AIR  at Wayland Academy.
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WAYLAND 
ACADEMY

Merton Road, Watton,
Thetford, IP25 6BA

01953 881 514

office@waylandacademy.org
www.waylandacademy.org

Wayland Academy is part of the Inspiration Trust, a not-for-profit 

charity twice ranked as the country’s top comprehensive schools group 

for pupil progress to GCSE. 

Our schools follow a knowledge-rich curriculum, structured by traditional 

subjects, to ensure systematic and thorough teaching for all.

We also offer the widest range of sporting and cultural opportunities 

to our young people, and encourage them to play an active role in their 

school and the wider community.

Our family of schools work together to ensure that all students have 

access to the very best teaching expertise, exceptional facilities, and 

extracurricular activities to excite and broaden young minds.


